Confirmation Instruction - September 12,2021 - Creation by the Word

Welcome

e Prayer
e Introductions

Expectations
e Students will be expected to:
o Attend and participate in class meetings.
= Respect others.
= Askand answer questions.
o Attend worship.
= Complete 20 Worship Notes for each year of confirmation instruction.
= Take turns serving as acolyte and crucifer.
Complete portfolio projects on Luther’s Small Catechism.
Grow in understanding of what it means to be a Lutheran Christian.
Grow in faith practices (worship, pray, study, give, serve, invite, encourage).
o Attend the Confirmation Retreat at Mar-Lu-Ridge, Spring 2022 (dates TBD).
o Families will be expected to support students in this learning process by encouragement
and prayer.
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How to Read the Bible

e The Lutheran Handbook, pp. 145-146. Key concept: The Bible is a collection of different
books, originally written in Hebrew and Greek, by different authors, over hundreds of years.

Law and Gospel

e The Lutheran Handbook, pp. 86-88. Key concept: The Bible contains both law and gospel.
Law points out our sin and drives us to the grace we receive through the cross of Jesus.
Gospel is God’s promise for us.

Dramatic Reading of Genesis 1:1-2:4a

Narrator: In the beginning when God
created the heavens and the earth, the
earth was a formless void and
darkness covered the face of the deep,
while a wind from God swept over the
face of the waters. Then God said,

God: Let there be light.

Narrator: and there was light. And God
saw that the light was good; and God
separated the light from the darkness.
God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there
was evening and there was morning, the first day. And God said,

About the Image: “In the Beginning,” painting by Daniel Heller, 1991.
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:In_the_Beginning_painting_by_Artist Daniel_Heller.jpg



God: Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.

Narrator: So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the
waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was
evening and there was morning, the second day. And God said,

God: Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.

Narrator: And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together
he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said,

God: Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth
that bear fruit with the seed in it.

Narrator: And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and
trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the third day. And God said,

God: Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be
for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to
give light upon the earth.

Narrator: And it was so. God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the
lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light
upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the
darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the
fourth day. And God said,

God: Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across
the dome of the sky.

Narrator: So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every
kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it
was good. God blessed them, saying,

God: Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.
Narrator: And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. And God said,

God: Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild
animals of the earth of every kind.

Narrator: And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of
every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was
good. Then God said,

God: Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild
animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.

Narrator: So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them. God blessed them, and God said to them,

God: Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of
the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth. See,
[ have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree



with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every
bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I
have given every green plant for food.

Narrator: And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth were
finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had
done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. So God blessed the
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in
creation. These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

Law and Gospel in Today’s Reading

Law (What is the problem? What Gospel (What is God doing for us?)
are people supposed to be doing?)

Genesis 1:1-2:4a

Closing Prayer

Daily Readings
e Monday - Genesis 2:7-9, 15; 18-25

o Tuesday - Genesis 3:8-19

o Wednesday - Genesis 12:1-9

e Thursday - Genesis 15:1-6

e Friday - Genesis 17:15-21

e Saturday - Genesis 18: 1-15

e Sunday, September 19 - Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14 (Binding of Isaac)

Seven Key Faith Practices for Christian Disciples: =~ Worship | Pray | Study | Serve | Give | Invite | Encourage



