
 
The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 

Council Meeting Minutes 
 

Meeting Date:  January 18, 2022 
Meeting Location:  by Zoom 
 
In Attendance: Deb Anthony, Janet DeVinney, Sallie Gartside, Lindsay Guckert, Missy Leppo, Gina Miller, David Petr, David Poust, 
Laura Runyeon, Evelyn Spratt, Lisa Steel, and Tina Zimmerman 
Excused: Pastor Greg Fetzer 
Absent: Dan Williams 
 

Topic Details Action/Follow-up 
Call to Order Evelyn Spratt called the meeting to order at 7:04pm.  
Prayer Evelyn led the Council in prayer.  
Minutes Laura Runyeon moved to approve the December Council meeting minutes.  David 

Petr seconded the motion and the motion passed. 
Motion approved 
 

Treasurer Reports Lindsay Guckert reviewed the December financial reports highlighting that LCGS 
ended the year with a deficit of just over $14,000.  The budget had projected a 
$62,000 deficit.  Lindsay added that there were several large projects that were 
funded through the budget such as computers and parsonage improvements.  She 
noted that going forward it is important that Mission Groups follow the plan 
developed through the 2022 budget process and code things to the correct budget 
or dedicated account.   

Informational 

Council Member Reports Evelyn reminded everyone to use their Council emails for Council business.  
Council agreed that they will post monthly reports to the LCGS server by 5pm on 
the Monday before the Council meeting.  This will give everyone a central location 
to find the reports and time to review them before the meeting. 

Council members will post their 
monthly report to the LCGS 
server by 5pm on the Monday 
before the Council meeting. 

Outreach Sallie Gartside informed Council that Servanthood is requesting to put a blessing 
box in front of the church by the parking lot.  David Poust is contacting the County 
about any regulations.  Sallie is asking for feedback, concerns, and questions so 
that Servanthood is prepared to make a request in the future. 
Some agreed that it is a large project that will need a team to maintain.  Council 
members also requested that there be specifics on dimensions, location, and permit 
requirements in the proposal. 

Any questions or concerns 
about the blessing box should 
be sent to Sallie to address in 
any future proposal. 
 

FLO Tina Zimmerman proposed some changes to her team.  She asked to change the 
Finance Committee to the Budget Committee with Linda Ruese as the Coordinator.  
She also proposed combining the Insurance and Legal Committee with the 

Tina will make the requested 
changes and Gina will update 
the LCGS organization charts. 



Investments Committee and calling it the Insurance, Legal and Investments 
Committee with Don Spratt as the Chair.  There was general agreement to the 
changes. 
Tina informed Council that Bill Adams has asked to pursue incorporating active 
shooter training into his training of the Sunday School teachers.  All agreed that it 
is a good idea.  Deb Anthony suggested that he share the training with Council. 

Orientation Lindsay reviewed the financial procedures with Council.  She informed everyone 
that Mark Leppo processes the payments and reimbursements.  Lindsay works 
more on the back end and with the reports.  Linda helps in many ways as needed.  
There are green reimbursement request forms in the office.  The Finance Team has 
also been responding to email reimbursement requests with the pandemic because 
people don’t come into the office as regularly.  Lindsay reminded everyone that the 
reimbursement request form or email should have the proper approval and account 
codes.   
Gina Miller reviewed how to access and post documents to the server.  Monthly 
reports and other documents can be posted to each team’s folder.  Any Council 
member that needs additional assistance can coordinate with Gina. 
Evelyn asked Council to focus their teams on how to apply the faith practices in 
each mission group.  She suggested focusing on one that relates the most logically 
to the mission group and go forward from there.  Evelyn asked everyone to be 
prepared to discuss how to integrate the faith practices into their Ministry Teams at 
the next meeting.   

 

Monetary Gift Evelyn Spratt informed Council that the estate of Robert Larsen has made a gift of 
$8,374 to LCGS.  This is a special gift that will be held in the Memorials and 
Special Gifts undesignated gift account. 

 

Parsonage Laura Runyeon informed Council that the Parsonage repairs are complete, and they 
are ready for a tenant.  They have been attempting to contact a refugee resettlement 
organization but have not heard back.  They will move forward with finding a 
tenant if they do not make progress with the refugee organization.   

 

Re-Opening Committee Gina informed Council that with the current pandemic surge masks are now 
required for everyone in the building again.  In addition, the Choir is taking a break 
for the month.  The Re-Opening Committee is considering adding drive through 
communion.   

 

Adjournment Council recited the Lord’s prayer and Evelyn adjourned the meeting at 9:12pm. Meeting adjourned 
Next Meeting Tuesday, February 15, 2022, at 7pm.  

 
 
 
 



 
Committee Reports 

 
 

Christian Education Mission Group Report 
January, 2022 
Janet DeVinney was named Christian Education Mission Group Leader in December, moving from Finance, Legal, and Operations, and David 
Petr was named Youth Mission Group Leader, moving from Christian Education. Janet met with David by Zoom on Thursday, January 13 to 
transition responsibilities. 
Sunday School 
Classes continue for age 3 through adult from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
Special Events: 
· TBD – Lent/Easter Cross-Generational Learning Event. (Possibly Palm Sunday, April 10 at 9:30 a.m. on “A Different Kind of King:” John 
12:12-27 and 19:16b-22.) 
· March 27 – Guest: Pastor Susan Beck of the Community of St. Dysmas, ELCA congregation in the Maryland prison system, will speak with 
Confirmation, high school, and adult classes. 
· April 24 – Youth Sunday (confirmation and high school classes to meet in Celebration Hall for breakfast, if we are able to serve food indoors. 
There is currently a no snack and drink policy while we are wearing masks.) 
· June 12 – Sunday School Carnival (last day of Sunday school). 
No Sunday School: 
· April 17 – Easter Sunday 
· May 29 – Memorial Day Weekend 
Teachers are still needed, including someone to co-teach Kindergarten through Grade 2 with Lis Miller. These students are attending the Pre-K 
class taught by Rhonda Messick and Missy Leppo in the meantime. 
Gina Miller creates student registration forms, class rosters and attendance forms, and class groups in the database to communicate with Sunday 
school classes. She tracks overall attendance electronically, and sets up curriculum links for teachers. 
We continue using the Living the Word curriculum for our kindergarten through high school classes, purchased from Spirit and Truth Publishing. 
This curriculum follows the Narrative Lectionary schedule of readings we use in worship. 
Confirmation classes use some material from the Living the Word curriculum, also studying Luther’s Small Catechism. 
Each Living the Word lesson has a take-home sheet, “The Story @Home.” We will send these to parents. The daily Bible readings are also printed 
in our bulletins. 
The PreK 3’s/4’s class continues to use the custom curriculum they have been utilizing. 
The Sunday School Carnival is scheduled Sunday, June 12. Confirmation students have been invited to serve as helpers for the games. 
First Communion Instruction 
We have moved from communion instruction during Sunday school to a Saturday morning workshop. We may schedule a date in the spring; five 
children received their first communion on Sunday, November 14. We have several students who have not received instruction due to the 
pandemic. Any elementary students who have not yet received communion instruction are welcome to participate. We focus on inviting second 
graders to attend. 
Confirmation 
Documents for confirmation families are posted on our web site. Sherman Canapp serves as an assistant for the in-person class. Adam Steel has 
been filling in for Pastor Greg while he is on sabbatical. 



The confirmation retreat is scheduled Friday evening through Sunday morning, May 20-22, at Mar-Lu-Ridge, our synod’s outdoor ministry. Nora 
Lanahan has agreed to serve as retreat coordinator. 
Four students were confirmed on Reformation Sunday, October 31: Nikolai Chervak, Noah Clarke, Bailey Hetzer, and Zachary Van Bergen. 
Vacation Bible School 
Last summer, we chose to do an abbreviated lesson during worship due to the pandemic. In 2020, we recorded videos and made DVDs with a full 
VBS curriculum, which was labor intensive with a small number of families participating. Should we plan an in-person VBS this year as the 
pandemic continues? What might that look like if so? 
If we opt to do VBS in person, we will need a leader, someone to recruit and train adult and youth leaders, prepare announcements for Gina to 
include in the E-pistle, coordinate registration with Gina, host opening and closing gatherings in the sanctuary, participate in skits, announce 
progress on mission projects, call parents when needed, and ensure that groups rotate to their next stations in a timely manner. 
Preschool 
The preschool is operating at about 80 to 85 percent of capacity this school year. 
Food Allergy Policy 
At present, our Food Allergy Policy is preempted by a No Food Policy. We will not serve snacks or drinks during Sunday school while we are 
wearing masks. 
Child Protection Policy 
The LCGS Child Protection Policy is available for download from the LCGS web site: http://www.lcgselca.org/child-protection-policy.html 
We need to follow up with chair Bill Adams to update the policy and schedule a training session for teachers. Gina Miller has been working to get 
teachers added to or renewed in “Approved Adult” status through background checks. 
If a teacher suspects a child in their care has been subjected to abuse, they must report it to local law enforcement. The Christian Education 
Mission Group Leader, Council President, and Child Protection Policy Committee (CPPC) Chair should also be notified. 
Faith Group Ministry 
Debbie Smeton leads the Faith Group Ministry and some of the Faith Groups. There are also five other Faith Group Leaders: Joyce Nelson, Janet 
DeVinney, David Petr, Evelyn Spratt, and Sallie Gartside. David also leads the Men’s Group. 
Adult Education Ministry 
David Petr has stepped up to lead the Adult Education Ministry, and Debbie Smeton will continue leading the Faith Group Ministry. There are six 
adult education facilitators. 
Christian Education Mission Group 
Christian Education includes Sunday School (Gina Miller); Vacation Bible School; First Holy Communion Instruction; Confirmation (Pastor 
Greg); Preschool (Jennifer Nesaw); Faith Group Ministry (Deb Smeton); Adult Education Ministry (David Petr); and Janet DeVinney, mission 
group leader. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janet DeVinney 
Christian Education Mission Group Leader 
 
 
LCGS Church Council – CLAS report January 18, 2022 
Submitted by Debbie Anthony 
DAYTIMERS 
Owen reported had a good meeting on Jan 11th.  
The program featured the folks from Carsins Run at Eva Mar who had a informative presentation on considerations & options for housing as we 
age. He provided contacts and websites for not only Carsins Run but also other local options should folks was to make further inquiries. 



Carsins Run at Eva Mar: Michelle Dowgin & David Higgins 
https://www.carsinsrun.org/ 
Oakcrest Senior Living: Kelly Friend 
https://www.ericksonseniorliving.com/oak-crest 
BrightView/Avondale Senior Living: Karen Foltz 
https://www.brightviewseniorliving.com/find-a-community/brightview-avondell    
Carroll Lutheran Village 
https://clvillage.org/ 
Joys, sorrows, and other medical updates were also provided to members at the meeting and also in a meeting follow-up summary via email. 
STEPHEN MINISTRY LEADER 
Sallie Gartside reported: 
Commissioning of Donna Hostetler and affirmation of ministers and leader took place at 10 am worship on Sunday, December 26, 2022. 
Upcoming meeting January 25, 2022, at that meeting Elsie-Marie Niiler is sharing information on reporting out and supervision meetings.   
CARE MINISTRY 
Sallie sent monthly card mailings to those in need.   Mailed welcome cards to visitors.  Developed comprehensive spreadsheet of all care needs for 
team.   
 
 
Facilities 
David Poust 
January, 2022 Report 
No major projects during the month of December.  Waiting for the various materials for the roof replacement.  Materials are on order and delivery 
date is currently mid to end of February 2022. 
 
 
Finance, Legal and Operations (FLO) Mission Group 
January 2022 Report 
Meetings 
Met with Janet DeVinney and received an excellent overview of FLO. Met with Linda Ruese, Lindsay Guckert, and Mark Leppo to receive an 
overview of each person’s role on budget preparation. Met with Jennifer Nesaw and Sallie Gartside to develop goals for the HR team. Phone 
conversations with Don Spratt and Ruthann Hardy regarding their respective teams. E-mail will Bill Adams regarding Child Protection. 
Recommended changes to FLO as a result of the meetings 
Retitle the Finance Committee to Budget Committee and list Linda Ruese as Budget Coordinator. 
Merge the Investments Team into the Insurance and Legal Team. Don Spratt has agreed to oversee Investments for now. 
Parsonage Rental 
James Shelton, the insurance agent for LCGS, has provided us with a Lessor’s Risk Only Application from United States Liability Insurance 
Group (USLI). This is the company which will ensure the parsonage once we have renters in place. I emailed the application to Don Spratt 
(Insurance, Legal, and Investments) and to David Poust (Facilities) for assistance with the completion of the application. Once the application is 
completed with the appropriate signatures, I will email it to James Shelton and he will secure a proposal from USLI. 
The highest liability limit on the application is $1,000,000/$2,000,000. LCGS needs to decide if it wants to take out a higher liability insurance (if 
that is available through USLI). The church will also need to purchase a separate umbrella policy for the parsonage and surrounding area. James 
Shelton will provide us with a quote but expects it to be approximately $1,000 per year. 

https://www.carsinsrun.org/
https://www.ericksonseniorliving.com/oak-crest
https://www.brightviewseniorliving.com/find-a-community/brightview-avondell
https://clvillage.org/


A Zoom meeting was held on Jan. 16 with Evelyn, Laura, and Janet to discuss the on-going interest to rent the parsonage to an Afghanistan 
refugee family. Janet has been in contact with Ryan Coster of the International Rescue Committee (IRC). He indicated he would come visit the 
parsonage to see if it could meet the needs of a refugee family. He also wanted to see if the county has resources available such as English 
education, Mosque locations, public transportation, and the location of any Afghan communities. Laura has left two messages with Ryan Coster, 
which have not been returned. Janet is reaching out again to IRC this week to inform them that someone needs to assess the property and let us 
know their decision of interest by the end of this month. 
Human Resources 
Goals: 1) review of current employee handbook, 2) initiate employment letters for 2023, and 3) pursue the development of an evaluation process 
for the senior pastor. 
2021 Audit 
The audit team is finalizing their work to present to Council. 
Child Protection 
Bill Adams informed me that prior to Pastor Teal’s resignation she inquired about the possibility of having an Active Shooters Policy/Training at 
LCGS. There is a video available that can be included in the yearly training/review Bill conducts with Sunday School Teachers, VBS teachers, etc. 
Bill is requesting confirmation from the Council that he should pursue this initiative. 
Finance, Legal and Operations (FLO) Mission Group (2022) 
Budget: Linda Ruese 
Child Protection: Bill Adams 
Human Resources: Jennifer Nesaw 
Insurance, Legal, and Investments: Don Spratt 
Tellers: Ruthann Hardy 
FLO Mission Group Leader: Tina Zimmerman 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tina Zimmerman 
 
 
Outreach Mission Group Report to Council for January Activities 
January 18, 2022 
SALLIE J. GARTSIDE ~ Mission Group Leader 
The purpose of the Outreach Mission Group is to provide activities, opportunities, and various communication methods to share the 
Good News with fellow members, local community, and with participation in the ELCA global outreach. The mission group reports to the Senior 
Pastor and Council President. 
Outreach as meeting LCGS Mission Values 
Faith~Outreach Mission Group is the epitome of faith being freely given. As God has acted, acts, and will continue to act out of unconditional love 
for each of us, members of Outreach and LCGS react in kind with the whole of their lives. Freely giving of self (time and gifts) through activities 
and giving and service opportunities outlined by the various Outreach ministry teams. 
Discipleship~As stated discipleship is the intentional pursuit of spiritual growth through prayer, study, worship, giving, service, invitation, and 
encouragement. Outreach and LCGS members give generously of their time, gifts, and money to various causes within the community and 
externally. They support and invite other LCGS members and those within the community to participate in activities and giving. 
Community ~Outreach is an extension of the community of the faithful by gathering in meetings, collecting food for and serving at the Sharing 
Table for one example. One of the major strengths of Outreach is the outward focus of caring for our neighbors in service of the Gospel. Members 



of Outreach and LCGS are strengthened when there are serving others and the service of others is strengthened when they work together as the 
Church. As prime example of Outreach to the community of LCGS, neighbors, and the wider Synod and ELCA community is the facilitation of 
discussion groups via Zoom by the Social Justice Ministry on various social justice topics and related movies. 
OUTREACH MINISTRY GROUPS 
COMMUNICATIONS~Coordinator: Heather Raedeke (Joel Raedeke, Shawn Nesaw, Office Manager) 
The Communications Ministry Team helps make Jesus, The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, and our many ministries known internally 
and in the wider community by planning, developing, implementing and evaluating our communications, communications policies, activities, and 
products. 
The team handles internal and external communications, advertising, publicity, and public relations. 
They are here to help get the word out! 
We recommend, develop, coordinate, and implement the communications strategy for the church and provide news, information, public relations, 
marketing communications, and advertising services internally and externally. 
The Communications Ministry Team: 
• Designs and maintains along with the office manager the LCGS website, www.lcgselca.org; our social media sites, E-pistle newsletter and 
announcements. 
• Designs and produces collateral materials such as brochures, pamphlets, flyers, postcards, bookmarks, facility signage, banners, posters, and 
direct mailings. 
• Creates graphic arts and layout, visual design, and interior design; photography, videography/livestream worship, photographic archives and 
church directory support (in the past). 
Priorities and Objectives [observable and (ideally) measurable] Support Pastor and Office 
Manager with online worship and website. 
Communications Update Items for Council Attention/Action 
SERVANTHOOD~Coordinator: Sue Quinn 
Priorities and Objectives: 
Current and Pending Activities: 
ARC-Karen Hilton 
Blessings in a Backpack 
Cards and Letters for Heroes at Upper Chesapeake Medical Center 
Christmas Food Baskets-Sue Quinn, Karen Hilton, Debbie Anthony 
Christmas Card Exchange-Office Manager/Secretary 
Coat Drive-Karen Hilton 
Father’s Day Appeal-Historically money collected for Perry Point VA Medical Center 
Food Collection-Food distributed to Sharing Table-If approved Blessing in a Box also Lenten Appeal-To Be Determined 
Lutheran World Relief-School supply collection 
Mason Dixon Senior Center-Karen Hilton 
Mother’s Day Appeal-Historically money collected for blankets for church wide service 
Noisy Change Collection-Historically money collected goes to Delaware-Maryland Synod collection at synod assembly or to Vacation Bible 
School choice of charity 
Peace by Peace Quilters-Claudia Dixon 
The Quilters transferred to LCGS from Lord of Life, Edgewood. They meet once a week at LCGS. 
Quilters support the following by creating, making, and providing: 
Backpacks for Lutheran World Relief 

http://www.lcgselca.org/


Basic Sewing Kits for Lutheran World Relief 
Quilts for Lutheran World Relief 
Quilts for Sleep in Heavenly Peace (Harford County Chapter) 
Sharing Table (Edgewood, MD)-Lisa Steel 
LCGS is part of the coalition of churches that serves lunch at the Sharing Table held at Prince of Peace church in Edgewood. Four times a year, 
LCGS makes and serves lunch, sets up, and cleans up for the Sharing Table. 
LCGS served at the Sharing Table: January 8, 2022 
Below is a note received from The Sharing Table President 
Happy New Year Sharing Table Friends! 
Welcome to 2022! We are so grateful for all of you that support The Sharing Table and help us to serve the community every Saturday. 
With your help, in 2021 we were able to serve 10,957 meals and distribute 6,363 bags of groceries! Who would have thought 3 years 
ago that would be a possibility...but God put it on your hearts to serve and we fed everyone that wanted food each week. Amazing!!! 
I have attached the 2022 Serving Group Calendar as well as our statistics for 2019-2021. It is a true privilege to serve the community 
with you each week. I look forward to seeing you all throughout the year. 
Praying that all of you have a Happy and Healthy New Year filled with many blessings, 
Wendy Weyant, President 
The Sharing Table 
(410) 575-3858, sharingtableinfo@gmail.com, www.sharingtable.org 
SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY TEAM~Co-Leaders: Janet DeVinney and Gail Fricke 
Team Members: Lis Miller, John Verbillis, Daneene Lucas, Silvia Meranski,  Kendall Marx 
Priorities and Objectives 
Social Justice Ministry Team Mission Statement 
Gifted with Faith~We believe that, as followers of Jesus Christ, our neighbor is anyone in need of mercy. (See Luke 10: 25-37) 
Growing as Disciples~We seek to learn and encourage discussion about the political, legal, social, and economic issues which confront our 
neighbors but which we may not have experienced. 
Grounded in Community~We are discerning how we as the church can effectively advocate for social justice within our community. Adopted on 
August 1, 2017 
Current/Pending Activities 
Afghan Allies/Refugees – We continue to learn about needs and logistics as we may have an opportunity to rent the parsonage house to a family of 
Afghan ally or refugee tenants through a resettlement organization placing Afghans in the Baltimore region. 
Welcoming All – What might God be calling us to do to widen our welcome to all people in the life of the congregation?  
Youth Group and Young Adult Ministry Leader Connie Charitonuk, Youth Mission Group Leader David Petr, and Social Justice Ministry Team 
Co-Leader Janet DeVinney were requested by Council in December to begin exploring what it means to journey toward becoming a Reconciling 
in Christ Partner Congregation to see, name, celebrate, and advocate for all people in the Lutheran Church. 
Team Meeting Tuesday, February 1 - The Social Justice Ministry Team usually meets the second Tuesday of the month, with the next meeting 
scheduled February 1 at 7 p.m. in Room 206, due to the February 8 Movie and Faith Discussion. All are welcome for discussion, learning, and 
event planning activities. For more information, contact team Co-Leaders Janet DeVinney or Gail Fricke. 
Movie and Faith Zoom Discussion Tuesday, February 8 at 7 p.m. on John Lewis: Good Trouble   
– All are invited to join in our February Movie and Faith Zoom Discussion on the 2020 documentary film John Lewis: Good Trouble at 7:00 p.m. 
in honor of Black History Month, with a talk afterward on Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention Month, sponsored by our Good 
Shepherd Social Justice Ministry Team and the Delaware-Maryland Synod Racial Justice Ministry Team. To participate, watch the film on your 
own, and contact facilitator Janet DeVinney to sign up; you’ll receive the Zoom link and discussion guide. Rated PG, John Lewis: 



Good Trouble may be available to watch free through some public libraries. It’s available to rent and view online or on YouTube, Amazon, HBO 
Max, FiOS, Vudu, Apple TV, GooglePlay, xFinity, or Microsoft. An intimate account of U.S. Representative John Lewis’ life, legacy and more 
than 60 years of activism directed by Dawn Porter and produced by Laura Michalchyshyn, Dawn Porter, Erika Alexander, and Ben Arnon, the 
film takes us from the bold teenager on the front lines of the Civil Rights movement to the legislative powerhouse Lewis was throughout his 
career. He organized Freedom Rides that left him bloodied or jailed, and stood at the front lines in the historic marches on Washington and Selma. 
He never lost the spirit of the “boy from Troy,” and called on his fellow Americans to get into “good trouble” until his passing on July 17, 
2020. 
Synod Education Series in March – Janet will co-facilitate the four-week DelawareMaryland Synod Racial Justice education series “Honest 
Conversations on Racism” at a congregation in Anne Arundel County in her role on the synod Racial Justice Ministry Team. 
Accomplishments 
The team: 
Hosted Movie and Faith Discussions on Zoom and in person on the following dates: 
❖ Monday, January 11, 2022 on Zoom in honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day on the film Boycott, with additional discussion on National 
Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month. The event was sponsored by our team and the Delaware-Maryland 
Synod Racial Justice Ministry Team. 
❖ Wednesday, November 10, 2021 on Zoom on the film Hidden Figures, sponsored by our team and the Delaware-Maryland Synod Racial Justice 
Ministry Team. 
❖ Thursday, October 14, 2021 in person in the back parking lot on the film Hidden Figures, with refreshments before and during, and discussion 
afterward, sponsored by our team. 
Met for monthly team meetings with discussion, learning and event planning on Tuesday, January 11 and Tuesday, November 9 at 7 p.m. All are 
welcome to team meetings on the second Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m. in Room 206. 
Collaborated with Christian Education to plan and host the Cross-Generational Sunday School Learning Event “Let Justice Roll Down” on 
Sunday, November 14 on Amos 1:1-2; 5:14- 15, and 21-24, based on the Narrative Lectionary text of the day. Many thanks to Meghan Marx, 
who coordinated, planned and organized, recruiting story and activity leaders, planning with our team, getting materials for many of the stations, 
and setting up tables the night before. 
Thank you also to all who helped make the event a great learning and fun experience: Janet DeVinney (leading and telling the story of Justice in 
Our World about Haiti); Connie Charitonuk (telling the Bible story "God's Call for Justice" and leading a relay race around What’s Just); 
Brynn (leading the Making Prophet Megaphones Craft); Hanna Janes, Gail Fricke and Lynn Breiner of Piece by Peace Quilters (leading the 
making of quilt-top designs for Lutheran World Relief quilts, and showing Where Our Quilts Go); Sam M. (leading Writing Prayers for Justice 
Around the World); Kendall (telling the story and leading the activity Agents of Change Book Club: Wangari's Trees of Peace); Sam R. (leading 
Trying God's Justice Penny Experiment); Janet DeVinney and Karen Watts (leading the Happy and Safe Game, Learning How to Get Around in a 
New Place or Country, and Welcoming Others Who are New); Heather Raedeke, David Petr, Sherman Canapp, and Donna Kozub for their help 
with stations and the room; and Gina Miller for getting the word out and helping during the event. 
Shared information in the E-pistle about different activities and ideas. Many thanks to Gail Fricke for providing articles. 
Items for Council Attention/Action: 
Consider what God may be calling us to do to welcome all, and to help Afghan allies and refugees being resettled in our region. Plan to participate 
in the February 8 Movie and Faith Discussion on John Lewis: Good Trouble for Black History Month, with discussion on Teen Violence 
Awareness and Prevention Month. 
Future Events and Dates 
Social Justice Movie Discussion: January 10, 2022 
Social Justice Meeting: January 11, 2022 
Servanthood Meeting: February 3, 2022 



Social Justice Meeting: February 1, 2022 
Social Justice Movie Discussion: February 8, 2022 
Sharing Table: March 12, 2022 
Sharing Table: May 14, 2022 
God’s work. Our hands. ELCA Initiative. Sunday, September 12, 2022 
Sharing Table: October 22, 2022 
Lenten Appeal 
Mother’s Day Appeal 
Father’s Day Appeal 
Noisy Change Collection 
Past Groups Supported by Servanthood 
New Hope Shelter 
Welcome One Shelter (FCCAU)) last facilitated by Gail Fricke 
Blessing Box Proposal 
Respectfully submitted for action to Council by: 
Sue Quinn, Servanthood Leader 
Action Item: Outreach and Servanthood are proposing the construction and placement of a Blessing Box with food staples and toiletries for access 
by neighbors in need, in the parking lot space behind the parsonage. 
Blessing Box: Take What You What You Need, Leave What You Can 
A blessing box is a structure, often a cupboard or box, where people leave donated items. Those in need can then pick items anonymously and use 
them free of charge. The items are primarily nonperishable food items, toiletries, and other necessities. It is a good way to reach out to the 
community. 
Logistics 
Location: After discussion with David Poust the Blessing Box should be put in a sheltered, shady spot, possibly under tree. The placement of the 
box would be in one of the far parking lot spaces. 
Permits: If permanent, permits needed? Investigation by David Poust 
Box Construction: Numerous patterns on Internet. 
Sample picture attached from Holy Communion Lutheran Church, Fallston, MD 
Prefer cupboard style vs trunk/box style, latter could pose a danger of lid falling on a child 
Can also be purchased online for $300-800 
Volunteer to build: Karina Jackson family (NEED TO CONFIRM) 
Cost of materials: Approximately $200. 
Signage: Small sign pointing to location 
Blessing Box sign on top for identification 
Management of Blessing Box: Servanthood (Coordinator(s)TBD) 
Blessing Box Team: Lisa Steel 
Stocking, putting away extra food donations, cleaning box with Clorox/Lysol wipes when restocked, purchasing items as needed, neutral friendly 
box no political flyers, etc. If large excess of food it will go to Sharing Table, 
Donations: List of approved foods to be collected in coat room (put colored bin in coat room) 
Appeals made to congregation on regular basis via E-newsletter: Check or cash accepted 
Who would be served by The Blessing Box? 



There is a growing homeless population in Harford County. The Blessing Box is not just for the homeless but stocked for the marginal income 
families at LCGS and our neighboring community, families that are having trouble living paycheck to paycheck. In 2019 the child poverty level 
was 8.5%. Families with just women and children are the prevalent users of county resources, yet there is no family shelter for them in Harford 
County. Harford County has one shelter, it is located in Belcamp and can house 26 men and 6 women. A United Way study indicated that 34% of 
the entire population in Harford County have a need for supplemental food products and/or toiletries. While the highest population of need is 
Aberdeen and Perryman there is an influx of homeless encampments near Upper Chesapeake Medical Center. More and more with COVID-19 
surges and variants, the unstable job market, and the economic downturn the Bel Air/Abingdon region is seeing greater need by its residents. 
Something else to consider for Outreach and the Pastoral Care Ministry is the needs of the 19,000 veterans that call Harford County home. 
 
 
January 18, 2022 
Youth Council Report 
This year Youth Sunday is scheduled for April 24, 2022. 
The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering “Boundless, God Beyond Measure” will be held Sunday, July 24 – Thursday July 28, 2022 in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. We will be sending a group of youth and adult chaperones from Good Shepherd. Due to the current spike in Covid19 registration has 
been paused for the time being. 
The Youth group meeting time has changed to 12:15-1:30 on the second and fourth Sundays of each month. 
 
 


