
19th Sunday after Pentecost  
October 8, 2023 

8:30 & 11:00 am and Livestream 
 

 
Icon 1, Lectionary 27A, Sundays and Seasons 

 

 
 

1515 Emmorton Road 

Bel Air, Maryland 21014 

410-838-8081 
 

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia, Interim Senior Pastor 

The Rev. William (Bill) Gohl, Jr., Interim Associate Pastor 
 
 

In our Lutheran Tradition, liturgy reminds us that we are one in Christ, hence we do it together! Therefore, 
words in bold and designated by a “C” are the responses from the community. 
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Enter Reverently.  Meditate Quietly.  Worship Joyfully.  Serve Christ Faithfully. 

 

GATHERING  
 

Prelude                                 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in  

  compassion, forgives our sin, and heals our lives. 

C     Amen. 

 

P       Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P       Have mercy, O God, 

C       against you, you alone, we have sinned. In your compassion,  

         cleanse us from our sin and take away our guilt. Create in us a  

         new heart and give us a steadfast spirit. Do not cast us away, 

         but fill us with your Holy Spirit and restore your joy within us. 

         Amen. 

 

P       As tender as parent to child, so deep is God’s compassion for you. 

        As high as heaven is above earth, so vast is God’s love for you. As        

        far as east is from west, so far God removes your sin from you,    

        renewing your life through Jesus Christ. Blessed be God who crowns    

       us with mercy and love. 

C      Blessed be God forever. 
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Entrance Hymn       The Church of Christ, in Every Age             No. 729 
 

 

 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
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P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray.  Beloved God, 

C from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the 

inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right, and 

by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 


THE WORD 


 
 

Holy Gospel                         Matthew 21:33-46 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 [Jesus said to the people:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a 

 landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine 

 press in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and 

 went to another country. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent 

 his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants 
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 seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned 

 another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they 

 treated them in the same way. 37Finally he sent his son to them, 

 saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38But when the tenants saw the 

 son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him 

 and get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of the 

 vineyard, and killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard 

 comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41They said to him, “He 

 will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard 

 to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 

  42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: 

  ‘The stone that the builders rejected 

   has become the cornerstone; 

  this was the Lord’s doing, 

   and it is amazing in our eyes’? 
 

 43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from 

 you and given to a people that produces the fruits of the 

 kingdom. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; 

 and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 
 

 45When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they 

 realized that he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to arrest 

 him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a 

 prophet. 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord.               

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 

Sermon                     The Rev. Alejandro Mejia 
            

Please stand as you are able. 
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Hymn of the Day                     Thine the Amen                             No. 826 
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The 8:30am service continues with the Prayers of the Church on page 14. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

P In baptism our gracious heavenly Parent frees us from sin and death 

by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the Holy 

Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the 

church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion 

of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 

 

P Who presents this child to receive the sacrament? 

April & Joseph:  I present Preston Scott Kampes for baptism. 

 

P Sarah and Bryan, called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and 

love of God, do you desire to have Preston Scott baptized into 

Christ? 

Sarah & Bryan: I do. 

 

P As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are 

entrusted with responsibilities: 

 to live with Preston Scott among God's faithful people, 

 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 

 teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed,  

and the Ten Commandments, 

 place in his hands the holy scriptures, 

 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 

 so that Preston may learn to trust God, 

 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

 care for others and the world God made, 

  and work for justice and peace. 

Do you promise to help Preston grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Sarah & Bryan: I do. 
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P April and Joseph, do you promise to nurture Preston Scott in the 

Christian faith as you are empowered by God's Spirit, and to help 

him live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the 

church? 

April & Joseph: I do. 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 

P People of God, do you promise to support Preston Scott and pray for 

him in his new life in Christ? 

C We do. 
. 

P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the 

powers of this world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that 

draw you from God? 

C I renounce them. 
 

P Do you believe in God the Father? 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

P Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice 

thundered over the waters at creation. You water the mountains and 

send springs into the valleys to refresh and satisfy all living things. 
 

Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. 

In the wilderness you nourished them with water from the rock, and 

you brought them across the river Jordan to the promised land. 
 

By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has 

carried us to safety and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, 

and the deep shall not swallow us up, for Christ has brought us over 

to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples, baptizing in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; 

clothe the baptized with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, 

no longer slave and free, no longer male and female, but one with all 
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the baptized in Christ Jesus, who lives and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

P Preston Scott Kampes, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

P Sustain Preston Scott with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 

of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your 

presence, both now and forever. 

 

P Preston Scott, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit 

and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 

 

P Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have 

the light of life. 
 

Pastor introduces the newly baptized to the congregation. 
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 

A Let us welcome Preston Scott Kampes as our sibling in Christ 

 through baptism. 

C We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we 

share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing 

God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
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Prayers of the Church 
 

A Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us 

pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 

 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

After sharing the peace, please be seated. 
 

Offering and Offertory 
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Please stand, as you are able. 

 
 

A Let us pray.  God of power, God of plenty, 

C all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all 

might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

THE EUCHARIST
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The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season; the congregation responds: 
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P   In the night in which he was betrayed… 

 

Again, after supper… 

 

 Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 

 we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died.         Christ is risen.       Christ will come again. 

  

P We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; 

 among your people; throughout the world.  Blessing, praise, and 

thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your 

church, without end. 

C Amen. 

  

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

P Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated. 
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We welcome to the table all who proclaim with us that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and the 
wine. (Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and grape juice. 

 Just let the Pastor or Assistants know.)   
 

 If you require communion to be brought to you in the pew, please alert an usher. 
During the distribution of communion, the following is sung: 

 
 

 

  



19 
 

God the Sculptor of the Mountains                No. 736 
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Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth             No. 727 
 

 
 

After all have communed, please stand, as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
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A Let us pray. Blessed be your name, O God, 

C for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and 

delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather 

the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are 

satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

P May the Lord bless you and keep you. May the Lord’s face shines on 

you with grace and mercy. May the Lord look upon you with favor 

and give you peace. In the name of the Parent, ☩ the Son and the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn                      My Lord of Light                                No. 832 
 

 

 

A Go in peace. God is at work in you. 

C Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 

Postlude  
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The Flowers are Given to the Glory of God by 
 

By Teri King in Honor of our LGBTQIA+ siblings on  

National Coming Out Day 

 

 

Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing 
 

Ray, Donald, Al, Donna, Lind, Joan, Ed, Marion, Doris, Theresa,  

Charles, Elaine, Georgeann, Jean, Nicholas, Lois, Barbara & Bruce 

 

 

Pray for the Newly Baptized  
 

Preston Scott Kampes 

Child of Sarah & Bryan Kampes 

 

 

Pray for Members of the Military 
 

Josh, Michael, Nick, Ryan, Matt, Kyle, Christopher, 

Andrew, Jason, and Matthew  

 

  



23 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia, Interim Pastor pr.mejia@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD, Deacon canappsherman501@gmail.com (M) 443-904-7013 
Angela Kromm, Music Director music@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Evelynn Spratt council_president@lcgselca.org          (M) 410-869-2005  
Treasurer, Linda Ruese treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Communications/Web/E-News communications@lcgselca.org                
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org (O) 410-838-8457 
Web address www.lcgselca.org 
WiFi access SSID: LCGS_Public   Passphrase: public@LCGS 
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SERVING TODAY 8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m.                   

Greeters      

 

Assisting Minister Tina Zimmerman  Janet DeVinney 

 

Communion Assistants Tricia & Al Horst            Gina Miller 

               

 

Ushers Doyle McCracken             Monica Thayer 

              Tim Miller 

               

     

Acolytes 
 
Livestream            Joel Raedeke  
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