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In our Lutheran Tradition, liturgy reminds us that we are one in Christ, hence we do it together! Therefore, 
words in bold and designated by a “C” are the responses from the community. 
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Enter Reverently.  Meditate Quietly.  Worship Joyfully.  Serve Christ Faithfully. 

 

GATHERING  
 

Prelude                                 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and  

  sustains us and all of creation. 

C     Amen. 

 

P       Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P       To you, O God, 

C       all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you,  

         confessing our sins. Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us  

         in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and lead  

         us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus  

         Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

P       By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and  

         through the death and resurrection of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives      

         you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all  

         goodness and keep you in eternal life. 

C      Amen. 
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Entrance Hymn      All Creatures, Worship God Most High!      No. 835 
 

 

 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
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P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray.  God of all peoples,  

C your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. 

Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with 

compassion and constancy, that your name may be known 

throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 


THE WORD 

 

First Reading          Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
 

A A reading from Isaiah 1Thus says the Lord: 

Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will 

come, and my deliverance be revealed. 

 
6And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to 

him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, 

all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my 

covenant— 7these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them 

joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of 

prayer for all peoples. 
 

 8Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will 

gather others to them besides those already gathered. 

 

A The word of the Lord.            

C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 67 

 

A 1May God be merciful to us and bless us; 

may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 

C 2Let your way be known upon earth, 

your saving health among all nations. 

 

A 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

let all the peoples praise you. 

C 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on 

earth. 

 

A 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

let all the peoples praise you. 

C 6The earth has brought forth its increase; God, our own God, has 

blessed us. 

May God give us blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand 

in awe.  

 

Second Reading       Romans 11:1-2a 

 

A A reading from Romans.  [Paul writes:] 1I ask, then, has God 

rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 

descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2aGod 

has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

 

A The word of the Lord.            

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Holy Gospel                  Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the fifteenth chapter.   

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 10[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and 

 understand:11it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, 

 but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12Then the 

 disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the 

 Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13He 

 answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will 

 be uprooted. 14Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And 

 if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” 15But 

 Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16Then he said, “Are 

 you also still without understanding? 17Do you not see that whatever 

 goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out into the 

 sewer? 18But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, 

 and this is what defiles. 19For out of the heart come evil intentions, 

 murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 20These 
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 are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not 

 defile.” 

 
 21Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and 

 Sidon. 22Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and 

 started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 

 daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her at 

 all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, 

 for she keeps shouting after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to 

 the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before 

 him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26He answered, “It is not fair to take 

 the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, 

 yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ 

 table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let 

 it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed 

 instantly. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord.               

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon                  The Rev. Alejandro Mejia       
 

Please stand as you are able. 
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Hymn of the Day                  All Are Welcome                        No. 641 
Verses 1,3 & 5 
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Back to School Blessing 

All children and teachers are welcome to come to the altar. 
 

P Let us pray. God of all wisdom and knowledge, pour out your 

 blessing on the schools represented here today, that they may be 

 lively centers for sound learning and new discovery; and grant that 

 those who learn may find you to be the source of all truth; through 

 Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Pastor will bless and anoint each student/teacher with the following words: 
 

 Dear child of God, May the God of all wisdom and knowledge, and 

 our Heavenly Parent, bless and guide you in your learning/teaching. 

 Amen. 
 

P Let us pray. As the School Year Begins, Lord Jesus Christ, we 

 remember as a child, you grew in wisdom and stature. Bless these 

 students for them to grow in the knowledge of their Maker, 

 Redeemer, Life-giver, and of your glorious world we live in. Bless 

 those who teach, that they may share the wisdom they have received 

 from above and that they may do their work with patience and love 

 that reflect your mercy that endures forever. We ask in the name of 

 the one who is our Wisdom, Redeemer and Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Congregation stands, as you are able. 
 

P Let us bless together as a community and the body of Christ these 

 students and teachers in their endeavor this new year. 

C May Jesus, who calls us each by name to follow him, give you the 

 courage and confidence to be his disciples wherever you may be, 

 at school, at work, and at home. May God bless this new year of 

 learning and teaching, with love, grace, and fun experiences. May 

 the gifts God has given you be a source of blessing for you and 

 for others. Amen. 
 

Students and teachers may take a tag for their school bag before returning to your seat. 
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A Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our 

prayers for the church, those in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 

 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the 

name of the one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ 

our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

After sharing the peace, please be seated. 
 

Offering and Offertory 

 
Please stand, as you are able. 
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A Let us pray.  God of field and forest, sea and sky, 

C you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with these gifts of 

your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the 

world may be fed with your love, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

THE EUCHARIST
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The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season; the congregation responds:
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P   In the night in which he was betrayed… 

 

Again, after supper… 

 

 Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 

 we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died.         Christ is risen.       Christ will come again. 

  

P We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; 

 among your people; throughout the world.  Blessing, praise, and 

thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your 

church, without end. 

C Amen. 

  

P Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior taught us: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

P All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated. 
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We welcome to the table all who proclaim with us that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and the 
wine. (Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and grape juice. 

 Just let the Pastor or Assistants know.)   
 

 If you require communion to be brought to you in the pew, please alert an usher. 
During the distribution of communion, the following is sung: 
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Will You Come and Follow Me                     No. 798 
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One Bread, One Body             No. 496 

 
 

After all have communed, please stand, as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C Amen. 

 

A Let us pray. We thank you, generous God, 

C for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. 

 Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 

 through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shines on you with 

grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you 

peace. In the name of the Parent, ☩ the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn                       Soli Deo Gloria                                No. 878 
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A Nourished by God's words and sacraments, 

C we go out to bear a living witness to the gospel  
 

A Empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

C we go out to be God's church wherever we go 

 

A Go in peace and serve each other. 

C Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 

Postlude  

 

 

The Flowers are Given to the Glory of God by 

Scott Bupp in celebration of my wife, Leslie’s Birthday. 

 

Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing 

Ken, Al, Donna, Lind, Joan, Ed, Marion, Daneene, Doris, Betty, Theresa, 

Charles, Elaine, Georgeann, Jean, Nicholas, Lois, Barbara & Bruce  

 

 

Pray for Members of the Military 

Josh, Michael, Nick, Ryan, Matt, Kyle, Christopher, 

Andrew, Jason, and Matthew  
 

 
  



20 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia, Interim Pastor pr.mejia@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD, Deacon canappsherman501@gmail.com (M) 443-904-7013 
Angela Kromm, Music Director music@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Evelynn Spratt council_president@lcgselca.org          (M) 410-869-2005  
Treasurer, Lindsay Guckert treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Communications/Web/E-News communications@lcgselca.org                
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org (O) 410-838-8457 
Web address www.lcgselca.org 
WiFi access SSID: LCGS_Public   Passphrase: public@LCGS 
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SERVING TODAY                      

 

Greeters Gail Fricke 

 

Assisting Minister Janet DeVinney 

 

Communion Assistants Tina Zimmerman and Sue Quinn 

 

Ushers Matthew Messick and Ray Schmalzer 

 
Acolytes 
 
Livestream     Marcy Starbuck       
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