
Holy Trinity Sunday 
Sunday, May 26, 2024   8:30 & 11:00 a.m.  

 

 
 
 

 
 

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia, Interim Senior Pastor 

The Rev. William (Bill) Gohl, Jr., Interim Associate Pastor 
 

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every  
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.  

We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are. 
 

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of  
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,  

physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.  
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do. 

 
All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and 

grow together as Jesus’ disciples at this place. 
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GATHERING  
 

Prelude                                     
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God 

of miracles, the God of mercy. 

C     Amen. 

 

P     Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our  

      sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P       God our provider, 

C       help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We      

          question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world  

          in which we live. We turn to our own understanding rather than  

          trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your  

          ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with  

          us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world.  

          Amen. 

 

P       Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are  

         fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always  

         more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are  

        shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

C      Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn         Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!   No. 413 

 

 
 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C  And also with you. 
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Canticle of Praise                How Great is Our God            Chris Tomlin 

  

The splendor of the King 

Clothed in majesty 

Let all the earth rejoice 

All the earth rejoice 

He wraps Himself in light 

And darkness tries to hide 

And trembles at His voice 

And trembles at His voice 

 

Chorus 

How great is our God 

Sing with me 

How great is our God 

And all will see how great 

How great is our God 

And age to age He stands 

And time is in His hands 

Beginning and the End 

Beginning and the End 

The Godhead three in one 

Father Spirit Son 

The Lion and the Lamb 

The Lion and the Lamb 

 

Name above all names 

Worthy of all praise 

My heart will sing 

How great is our God 

 

Chorus

 
CCLI SONG #4348399 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. Almighty Creator and ever-living God: 

C we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your 

power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, 

defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, 

where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
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THE WORD 
 

Psalm 29                                Read Responsively 
                              
A 1Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, 

 ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

C 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory of his name; 

 worship the LORD in holy splendor. 
 

A 3The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 

 the God of glory thunders, the LORD, over mighty waters. 

C 4The voice of the LORD is powerful; 

 the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 

 

A 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 

 the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 

C  6He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 

 and Sirion like a young wild ox. 

 

A 7The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. 

C 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 

 the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 

 

A 9The voice of the LORD causes the oaks to whirl, 

 and strips the forest bare; 

 and in his temple all say, "Glory!" 

C 10The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; 

 the LORD sits enthroned as king forever. 

 

A 11May the LORD give strength to his people! 

 May the LORD bless his people with peace! 
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Reading                            Romans 8:12-17 

 

A A reading from Romans.  12Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not 

to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—13for if you live according 

to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 

deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit of 

God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery 

to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 

When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness 

with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if children, then 

heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer 

with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

 

A The  word of the Lord.           

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Please rise, as you are able. 
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Gospel                                       John 3:1-17 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to John the third chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 

Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 

that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do 

these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus 

answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 

God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How 

can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second 

time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very 

truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being 

born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what 

is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, 

‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, 

and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes 

from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 

Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus 

answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 

understand these things? 

 
11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what 

we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told 

you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe 

if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into 

heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 

Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 

must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may 

have eternal life. 
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16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 

life. 
 

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

Sermon                                                        The Rev. Alejandro Mejía 
 

Please rise, as you are able. 
 

Hymn of the Day             The Love of God is Greater Far 
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Blessing of the Graduates (11am) 
 

Graduates and their family are invited to the altar rail. 
 

P Before you were even formed, God knew you. While in your mother's 

womb, God named you. At your birth, God's breath filled you with 

life.  

 

 Today we celebrate what you have become at this moment in time.  

 And so we pray, God of our beginnings, we thank you for the gifts of 

these graduates; their excitement, their awesome wonder and 

curiosity, their open speech and encouraging words.  Their 

contributions have blessed and challenged us, and we have become a 

richer and more diverse community because of them.  

 

 As they step forward into the world that awaits, comfort their fears 

with the full knowledge of your divine presence.  Strengthen their 

resolve to walk in the footsteps of Jesus as modern-day disciples in a 

world that needs their spirit.  

 

  

  



10 

 

Guide their feet as they move through life, protecting them from the 

pitfalls of darkness while they help to lead future generations into the 

warmth and promise of your light.  

 

 We ask this blessing upon each of them, in the name of the Father, 

the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen! 

 

P The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead, bless you by the 

power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. 

C Amen. 
 

A Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth,  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 

with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and 

for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 

the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 

the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  
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We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

A We come before the triune God to pray for our communities, 

ourselves, and our world. 
A brief silence. 

 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through 

the power of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

After sharing the peace, please be seated. 
 

Offering and Offertory                    

     11:00          Pachelbel’s Canon of Peace       Arr. P.M. Liebergen 
Chancel Choir
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As the gifts are presented, please rise as you are able. 
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A Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, 

C and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown 

among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be what we 

receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen. 


THE EUCHARIST

 
The thanksgiving continues with the preface for the season; the congregation responds:  
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P Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.  The universe 

declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within each 

cell; with every breath. 

C We praise you, O God. 

  

P Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and 

day; across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 

C We bless you, O God. 

  

P We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; 

near to those who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us 

now. 

C We thank you, O God. 

  

P   In the night in which…. 

 

Again, after supper… 

 

 Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 

 we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died.   Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

  

P We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; 

 among your people; throughout the world.  Blessing, praise, and 

thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your 

church, without end. 

C Amen. 

 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

P Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Please be seated. 
 

We welcome to the table all who proclaim with us that Jesus Christ is truly present in the bread and the 
wine. (Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and grape juice.   

 

During the distribution, the following is sung: 
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Communion Hymn                  How Great Thou Art                  No. 856 
 

 
 

After all have communed, please rise, as you are able. 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in his grace. 

C Amen. 
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A Let us pray.  Jesus, Bread of life, 

C we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. 

As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love 

the world with your own life. In your name we pray. Amen. 


SENDING 
 

P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with 

us, ☩ be upon you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn                       Abide with Me                            No. 629 
Verses 1, 3, & 5 
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A Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God.  Alleluia! 
 

Postlude       
 

Pray for Those That Need God’s Healing 

Debbie, Ray, Beth, Al, Donna, Lind, Joan, Ed, Marion, Betty, Theresa, 

Linda, Elaine, Georgeann, Jean, Nancy, Lois, Barbara & Bruce 
 

Pray God’s Blessings on our Graduates! 
Erin Cox graduated from Boston University with a degree in Public Health.  

 

Caitlyn Fetzer is graduating from the John Carroll School.  She will be heading 

to West Chester University this Fall. 
 

Zachary Jackson graduated from York College with his Bachelor’s Degree in 

Music.  Zach will be continuing his studies at York to obtain a Master’s 

Degree while releasing music with his band, Minds of Symmetry. 
 

Andrew Jones is graduating from Rising Sun High School and will be 

attending Salisbury University to study Kinesiology. 
 

Grayson Jones is graduating from Rising Sun High School.  Grayson will be a 

student at Salisbury University studying Business and Dance.  She is also a 

member of SU’s Pom Team. 
 

Lis Miller is graduating from Concordia University Irvine with her MA in 

Mental Health Counseling.  She hopes to be serving the people in the Harford 

County area. 
 

Gwyneth Steel has graduated from Virginia Tech with her Master’s Degree in 

Computer Engineering.  Gwyn will be heading to Charleston, South Carolina 

to work as a computer engineer for the Navy. 
 

Riley Wachter is graduating from Perryville High School.  She will be 

attending Towson University in the Fall studying Forensic Chemistry. 



20 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia, Interim Pastor pr.mejia@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD, Deacon canappsherman501@gmail.com (M) 443-904-7013 
Jessie Lim, Music Director Music@lcgselca.org 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Steve Starbuck council_president@lcgselca.org   
Treasurer, Linda Ruese treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Communications/Web/E-News communications@lcgselca.org                
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org (O) 410-838-8457 
Web address www.lcgselca.org 
WiFi access SSID: LCGS_Public   Passphrase: public@LCGS 
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SERVING TODAY 8:30 a.m.  11:00 a.m. 

 

Greeter Gail Fricke   

 

Assisting Minister Sherman Canapp, OSSD   Teri King 

  

Communion Assistants Gail Fricke               

                 

          

Ushers Doyle McCracken             Peggy Thomas  

               John Helmick 

                

Acolytes                

 

Livestream                                                             Joel Raedeke  
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