
Lent Mid-Week Worship 

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 

 

 
Christ driving the Traders from the Temple, El Greco, circa 1600 

 

 
 

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia, Interim Senior Pastor 

The Rev. William (Bill) Gohl, Jr., Interim Associate Pastor 
 

At The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, we embrace the uniqueness of every  
individual and respect their dignity and worth, for all are created in the image of God.  

We strive to welcome everyone in the fullness of who they are. 
 

Let us call together for reconciliation, and live out God’s vision of love for people of  
every sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, socio-economic status, age,  

physical or mental ability, political persuasion, race, ethnicity, and personal history.  
Let us walk together to strive for racial equity, as Jesus calls us to do. 

 
All people are welcome here to worship, build community, and 

grow together as Jesus’ disciples at this place. 
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Prelude          

 

Evening Prayer 
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Hymn of Light 
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Prayer 

A Come and let us walk in the light of the Lord! God will teach us of 

faithful ways,  

C We will walk in the paths of the Lord! 
 

A Show your servants your works, O Lord; 

C And their children your glory. 
 

A Let your merciful kindness be upon us, 

C As we put our trust in you. 
 

A Not to us, O Lord, not to us, 

C But to your name be the praise. 
 

A Lord, hear our prayer, 

C And let our cry come to you. 
 

Exhortation 

P Friends in Christ, we are created to experience joy in communion 

with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with creation. 

But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and 

creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.  As 

disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against 

everything that leads us away from love of God and 

neighbor.  Repentance, fasting, prayer, and works of love --the 

discipline of Lent -- help us to wage our spiritual warfare. Let us 

therefore turn to the Word of God this night. For the Word of God 

contains the Law and the Gospel and is the light before our 

eyes.  The Gospel is God's gracious promise to us as his beloved 

children. It shows us all that He has done for us, in Israel and in 

Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of sins and for newness of life. 

Christ makes us his own and heirs of his kingdom. The Law, on the 

other hand, represents what God expects of us in the response of our 

lives as we live in loving service to his will. 

C The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart. The 

commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to our eyes. 
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The Decalogue 

A God spoke these words, and said: I am the Lord your God. You shall 

have no other gods, 

C Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this 

commandment. 
 

P You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain. 

C Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this 

commandment. 
 

A Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

C Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this 

commandment. 
 

P Honor your father and mother. 

C Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this 

commandment. 
 

A You shall not kill. 

C Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this 

commandment. 
 

P You shall not commit adultery. 

C Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this 

commandment. 
 

A You shall not steal. 

C Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this 

commandment. 
 

P You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

C Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this 

commandment. 
 

A You shall not covet. 

C Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to keep this 

commandment. 
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The Law of Love 
 

P Jesus summarized the Decalogue into two great commandments: 

"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And the second 

is like it; You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two 

commandments depend all the law and the prophets." 

C The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart. The 

commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to our eyes. 

Amen. 

 

Reading                                 Exodus 20:1-17 
 

A A reading from Exodus.   1God spoke all these words: 
2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 

out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 

 
4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of 

anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or 

that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow down to them 

or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, 

punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 

fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love 

to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

 
7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, 

for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
 

8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall 

labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to 

the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 

daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 

resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and 

earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 
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therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long 

in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. 
13You shall not murder. 
14You shall not commit adultery. 
15You shall not steal. 
16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or 

anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 

A The  word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel                                       John 2:13-22 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the second chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. 14In the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and 

doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. 15Making a 

whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 

and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers 

and overturned their tables. 16He told those who were selling the 

doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s 

house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was 

written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said 

to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus 

answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it 

up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under construction 

for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he 

was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the 



 8 

dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they 

believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Meditation        The Rev. William (Bill) Gohl, Jr.    
 

Please stand, as you are able. 
 

Hymn of the Day             I Want Jesus to Walk with Me                 No. 325 
 

During the hymn, the offerings will be presented and the Table prepared. 
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A Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the 

church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

After each portion of the prayers: 

A Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 

The prayers conclude: 

P Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers 

of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
 

After sharing the peace, please remain standing. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth. In mercy for our fallen 

 world you gave your only Son, that all those who believe in him 

 should not perish, but have eternal life. We give thanks to you for the 

 salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  

 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,  

and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take  

and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 

you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

Send now your Holy Spirit upon these gifts and into our hearts, 

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith as he comes to us in 

this holy supper. All honor and glory is yours, almighty God, in the 

church, forever and ever.  

C Amen. 

 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

P Bread for the journey. A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Please be seated. 
 

We welcome to the table all who proclaim Jesus is truly present in the bread and the wine.  
(Note: should you prefer, we also offer gluten free wafers and grape juice.)   

 

Communion                    Holy God, Holy and Glorious                 No. 637 
 

After all have communed, please stand, as you are able. 
 

P The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, and his precious blood, 

strengthen us and keep us together in grace. 

C Amen. 

 

A Let us pray. O God, 

C in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your 

presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us at your 

table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with 

all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor 

the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

P Our almighty and merciful God: Father, + the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve us now and forever  

C Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn               God of Grace and God of Glory               No. 705 
 

 

A Go in peace. Share your bread. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude           
 
 
 

We welcome and thank William Wood for  

again leading our music this evening. 
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CONTACT INFORMATION 

The Rev. Alejandro Mejia, Interim Pastor pr.mejia@lcgselca.org   (O) 410-838-8081 
Sherman Canapp, OSSD, Deacon canappsherman501@gmail.com (M) 443-904-7013 
Gina Miller, Office Manager officemanager@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Dawn Love, Church Secretary officesecretary@lcgselca.org  (O) 410-838-8081 
Council President, Steve Starbuck council_president@lcgselca.org   
Treasurer, Linda Ruese treasurer@lcgselca.org 
Communications/Web/E-News communications@lcgselca.org                
Lois Dobart, Preschool Director school@lcgselca.org (O) 410-838-8457 
Web address www.lcgselca.org 
WiFi access SSID: LCGS_Public   Passphrase: public@LCGS 
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#A-710797and Augsburg Fortress License # SAS012   

 

 

SERVING THIS EVENING  

Greeter 

                  

Assisting Minister Janet DeVinney 

 

Ushers Geoff DeVinney 

 

Livestream Marcy Starbuck  
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