The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
Newsletter & Announcements | May 7, 2017
Join us for Sunday Worship at 8 & 11 a.m.
Summer Schedule begins June 18th. Services at 8 and 10 a.m.!
Confirmation Service May 21st at 11:00 a.m.
Blessing of the Graduates June 4th at 11:00 a.m.
Last day for Sunday School is June 11th.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Thank You!
I offer my sincere gratitude to everyone who made it possible
for us to have a meaningful Lent, a blessed Holy Week, and a
glorious Easter. So much faithfulness and hard work goes into
preparing, providing leadership, and cleaning up. So many of
you step up to do what needs to be done. And you do so with
passion and joy! In all of this, our God is worshiped and
glorified and we are inspired. God meets us in the living
Christ and we are transformed by the good news.
I would like to ask two things, if I may:
1) If you, too, feel gratitude, please do not hesitate to share
it with your sisters and brothers. I know that folks serve God
and the church with alacrity and do not "need" recognition.
Yet, I cannot help but think God smiles when we thank one
another.
2) If you are inspired by what others are doing here at LCGS
and do not have a role in leading or helping behind the
scenes, let me know. There is a place for you! We can work

with our ministry groups and staff to find a meaningful place
for you.
Again, thank you!
I leave you with the blessing from Hebrews 13:20-21: "Now
may the God of peace, who brought back from the dead our
Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of
the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything good
so that you may do his will, working among us that which is
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the
glory forever and ever. Amen."
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Peace,
Pastor Greg

Sam Raedeke moved us with a solo of " Pie
Jesu" during Good Friday worship.
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to the Glory of Easter
morning!

From the darkness of
Good Friday...

We are blessed with wonderful music at LCGS!
Easter service Anthems with the full Chancel Choir with
trumpets and timpani!
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Pastor Greg, Freddy, and their young friends
"resurrected" the Alleluia on Easter Morning
during the children's message!

May's Mission Group Spotlight - Christian Education
There is much going on this month in Christian Ed!
VBS registration began at the end of April, and we have
many students already! VBS 2017 will be held June 26th to
30th. This year's theme is Hero Central. We will be taking an
awesome adventure along with some of our favorite biblical
heroes. Participants will discover their own strength in God
through our daily themes; HEART, COURAGE, WISDOM,
HOPE, and POWER! Registration and volunteer materials can
be found in the Narthex and on our website lcgselca.org. If
you have any questions or would like to volunteer, please
contact our VBS director, Rosemary Polling at
vbsgoodshepherd1@gmail.com.
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Sunday School will continue through June 11th. On that
day, we will have a celebration for all students in the church
parking lot. If you would like to help with the celebration,
please contact the church office. LCGS offers classes for
students aged 2 through high school, as well as adult
education opportunities. Do you feel called to teach? We are
looking for teachers and substitutes for next year. It is a
great opportunity to share your gifts and talents with your
church family.
Director of Youth and Christian Education search - Our
committee interviewed several candidates and we were very
happy to find a candidate who is an ordained minister, who
has been feeling the call to work on a part time basis. The call
process has begun with the Council (who is acting as the call
committee) meeting with the Bishop and then, the candidate.
More information will be available in the next week or so
regarding the congregation meeting the candidate and the
call vote. Stay tuned!
Adult Education - The Lectionary study and Manna & Mercy
will continue through June 4th. There will be adult education
opportunities over the summer. Details will be coming soon.
Faith Groups – Sign-ups for the summer Faith Group
sessions will be in the Narthex beginning May 13th. There
will also be information on each group's study available at
that time. Contact Debbie Smeton at Smeton@me.com with
questions.
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Christian Education Team Members are also hosting the
coffee social today. We'd love to talk to you about getting
involved.
Contact Mission Group leader, Lauren Rein at
Christian_Education@lcgselca.org if you have questions or
feel led to serve.
Summer Sermons
Our current year of the Narrative Lectionary,
the series of readings we use for Sunday
mornings, ends on June 4. The next year of
the lectionary will not begin until September
10. As of now, I am not committed to
particular texts or topics for the Sundays during the summer
months.
Last year, we worked our way through Paul's letter to the
Ephesians and heard from many of the "minor prophets" of
the Old Testament. The designers of the Narrative Lectionary
suggest that we deal with a teaching from Luther's Small
Catechism, an Old Testament Book, and a New Testament
book. In the past, I have also offered sermons based on
questions offered by parishioners and topics such as Christ
figures in film ("Jesus Goes to the Movies").
So, dear sisters and brothers, what would you like to hear
addressed from the pulpit this summer? I do have some
ideas, but would very much like to hear what you might have
in mind! Please, let me know....
Peace, Pastor Greg
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New LCGS Family Directory Coming This Summer!
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More information about the directory and how sign up for a
free photography session will be communicated to
congregation members on May 11th.
So that you have plenty of notice to gather the whole family
for your portrait appointment, below are the dates for
photography:
Thursday, June 15 and Friday, June 16 1:30-9:00pm
Saturday, June 17 9:30am-5:00pm
Sunday, June 18 (Father's Day) 8:30am-4:00pm
Tuesday, July 18 and Wednesday, July 19 1:30-9:00pm
There is no cost or obligation to purchase....and you will
receive an 8x10 copy of your family's directory photo for
free! To make the directory complete - we need you so
please plan on participating! If you are interested in
helping with this important project, please contact our
Connections Ministry Team Leader, Cathy Buick
cabus46@comcast.net or 443-286-6640.
Even as we are singing "Alleluia's" this Easter
Season I am looking ahead to the summer
months. The choirs will be on break from
regular rehearsals, however, there will be an
occasional "Summer Choir" opportunity. The Summer
Choir will rehearse 30 minutes before the worship service and
sing an accessible anthem during the offertory. The Summer
Choir will be an opportunity for those of you who cannot
commit to weekly rehearsals to have the chance to sing
during worship. This is also a wonderful opportunity for those
of you who have thought about singing in the Chancel Choir 8

come give it a try! The Summer Choir is open to all who
would like to sing! Keep your eyes open for the dates!
I'm finding that there are numerous musicians here at
LCGS and I would like to get to know more! We've added
a "Musician Interest form" on our website for you to fill out to
let me know what your musical gifts may be and how you can
share your talent with us during worship. Summer is a great
opportunity for instrumentalists to provide service music such
as a prelude, offertory or communion meditation
and for soloist and small ensembles to sing. If you are a
musician, please take a moment to fill out the form - it's short
and won't take much time. You can find the form on the Music
Ministries page or by using the link above.
Again, please be on the look-out for Summer Choir dates and
take time to visit the LCGS website and fill out the Musician
Interest form!
LCGS Musicians' Benefit Concert - June 4th
Save the date for the Lutheran Church of the Good
Shepherd's Musicians Benefit Concert on Sunday, June 4th
at 3:00 p.m. The Chancel Choir, Resounding Joy Bell Choir,
Our Father's Band, Seven Day's Band and soloists will present
a concert that is sure to raise the roof! This year the offering
from the concert will be donated to Movable Feast based in
Baltimore.

Feed People | Fight Disease | Foster Hope
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The mission of Moveable Feast is to foster a community that
cares for men, women and children living with HIV/AIDS,
cancer and other life-threatening illnesses by preparing and
delivering nutritious meals and groceries and providing
nutritional counseling and other services.
As part of our concert a representative from Movable Feast
will be with us to give us some more back ground on the
organization and to answer any questions we may have and
for those who may be interested, how we can volunteer of our
time and talent.
Please plan to attend and invite your family, friends
and neighbors as we present a concert of music to
uplift the spirit and feed the soul! If you are a musician
who would like to be part of the concert, please contact
me at music@lcgselca.org.
Joint Ascension Service May 25th
The Ascension of Our Lord will be celebrated
in a joint worship service on Thursday, May
25th at 7:00p.m. The Lutheran Church of the
Good Shepherd will be hosting the service and
the music will be led by singers from LCGS and our
neighboring Lutheran and Episcopal Churches. If you would
like to sing as part of the choir for this service, rehearsal will
be on Wednesday, May 24th at 7:30 p.m. and again prior to
the service.
There will be fellowship and light refreshments after the
service. If you would like to contribute something to the
reception, please contact the office manager.
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Got Graduates?
Can you believe it is graduation season already? If you or
your child will be graduating from High School or College,
we'd love to know about it! All graduates are invited to join
us for a special blessing during the 11:00 service on June
4th. Please send information to the church office by May
30th to be included in the bulletin announcements. We'll
need name, graduating school, and what they will be doing
after graduation (school and area of study or job
opportunity). Congratulations to the Class of 2017!
Daytimers
Daytimers discovered that Easter egg hunts are not just for
children as they found 68 plus eggs in the narthex and
sanctuary on a rainy April 25 morning. Lunch at Bertucci's
followed and can you guess what dessert was? It was a fun
time.
May's meeting on Tuesday, May 9, at 11:00 a.m. in the
Celebration Hall brings a couple of special treats. Pastor Greg
is preparing lunch for the group, the first special treat. And
our speaker will be Kristen Vought from Lutheran World Relief
who will talk about that ministry which may include the work
at the New Windsor Service Center. Her talk will be timely
because Daytimers will go to that New Windsor service center
Wednesday, May 24, to assemble health kits. In years past
the group has assembled over 1,000 kits-how many will we
do this year? Come to the meeting to sign up and to enjoy
the learning and fellowship.
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Daytimers is Good Shepherd's senior ministry, a group of
retirees and soon to be retired folks who gather for
fellowship, learning, and service. If you fall into that
category, come and join the love-you won't be sorry you did.
Any questions, contact Tom Meyer at cheztomas@verizon.net
Servanthood Projects
The Servanthood Ministry Team strives to match needs in the
community with the gifts of our members to use our hands
and feet to do God's Work.
Upcoming projects (more details to come) include:
Father's Day appeal (supports Perry Point Veterans) May
28- June 18
Servanthood meeting with guest speaker from Gilchrist.
June 4 Through the Milwaukee synod Gilchrist partners with
Nkoaranga Lutheran Hospital in the Arusha Region of
Tanzania since 2009 to support compassionate end of life
care. Open to anyone interested to determine if LCGS should
send donation to support this endeavor.
Bags for the homeless campaign - June 25th
FCCAU Overnight shelter - July 1
Summer food drive- dates to be determined
School bags for Lutheran World Relief - August
Habitat for Humanity Work Day - September 23
Ongoing collections: Fleece for blankets for infusion center,
Food for Sharing Table and Jerusalem Lutheran food closet,
prescription glasses drop-off for Lions Club, Boxtops for
local schools, Plastic bags for homeless sleeping mats.
Collection bins are located in the coat room. Sue Quinn
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Brown Bag Book Club: May 21, 2017
The Brown Bag Book Club will next meet on
Sunday, May 21 following the 11:00 a.m.
worship service. We meet in the Conference
Room. Please bring your lunch or snack and join
us as we discuss Left to Tell by Immaculee
Ilibagiza with Steve Erwin.
"Immaculee Ilibagiza grew up in a country she loved,
surrounded by a family she cherished. But in 1994 her idyllic
world was ripped apart as Rwanda descended into a bloody
genocide. Immaculee s family was brutally murdered during a
killing spree that lasted three months and claimed the lives of
nearly a million Rwandans. Incredibly, Immaculee survived
the slaughter. For 91 days, she and seven other women
huddled silently together in the cramped bathroom of a local
pastor while hundreds of machete-wielding killers hunted for
them. It was during those endless hours of unspeakable
terror that Immaculee discovered the power of prayer,
eventually shedding her fear of death and forging a profound
and lasting relationship with God. She emerged from her
bathroom hideout having discovered the meaning of truly
unconditional love-a love so strong she was able seek out and
forgive her family s killers. The triumphant story of this
remarkable young woman s journey through the darkness of
genocide will inspire anyone whose life has been touched by
fear, suffering, and loss." [Review from Amazon.com] 256
pages, published in 2014
All are welcome at the LCGS Brown Bag Book Club!
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Unfortunately, no copies are in circulation at the Harford
County Library. The Brown Bag Book Club members will be
purchasing a few copies to pass around. If you would like to
inquire about a copy, please contact Andrea Hooper at
ajhooper@comcast.net or 410-294-1231. You may also find
the book for purchase on your own at popular book websites.
Our upcoming
June 25
July 16
August 20
September 17
October 15
November 19
December 10

2017 schedule...
On Living by Kerry Egan
My Grandmother Asked Me... by Fredrik Backman
The Nest by Cynthia Sweeney
The Checklist Manifesto by Atul Gawande
Luther & Katharina by Jody Hedlund
The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah
A Baxter Family Christmas by Karen Kingsbury

The Path of a Peacemaker
GOD'S "WON'T"
"You turn things upside down, as if the potter
were thought to be like the clay!" Isaiah 29:16
God's sovereignty is so complete that he exercises ultimate
control even over painful and unjust events (Exod. 4:10-12;
Job 1:6-12; 42:11; Ps. 71:20-22; Isa. 45:5-7; Lam. 3:37-38;
Amos 3:6; I Peter 3:17). This is difficult for us to understand
and accept, because we tend to judge God's actions according
to our notions of what is right. Whether consciously or
subconsciously, we say to ourselves, "If I were God and could
control everything in the world, I wouldn't allow someone to
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suffer this way." Such thoughts show how little we
understand and respect God.
In seeking to follow God's will, are you open to His won't?
There have been countless sermons preached and numerous
books written concerning God's will. But have you ever heard
someone talk about God's won't? How many times have you
asked, sought and knocked, only to hear God say, "No."? We
often find ourselves in painful and unjust events; we discover
thorns in our flesh or hear peace proclaimed where there is
no peace. And we cry out, "Save us! Take it away! Roll down
your justice, O Lord!" We might ask three times or maybe
even keep at it for three years. But the answer from heaven
appears to be, "I won't."
This is difficult for us to understand and accept. We're
convinced that God should do this or should intervene there.
And when it appears that he won't, we question his control.
Or his love. Or both. And it's not that the questioning is
wrong, per se, but that the questioning frequently gets
"ment-ed" - filled with judgment or resentment toward God.
However, "such thoughts show how little we understand and
respect God." We turn things upside down and seek to
understand them based on what little we really know or see.
We have to remember that we are the clay, not the potter.
There is a God and we're not him. The life of faith is allowing
our lives to be lived God-side-up, obediently trusting his
infinitely, tender hand to mold and shape us according to his
good will. And that includes his good won't.
Taken from The Peacemaker: A Biblical Guide to Resolving
Personal Conflict by Ken Sande
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Need help? If you desire help in reconciling a conflict,
disagreement or broken relationship, consider calling a LCGS
Peacemaking Reconciliation Team member. Owen Ashbrook
410-879-7386; Debbie Smeton 410-937-2258 or Gail Fricke
410-569-9213. All communications are confidential.
Gail Fricke
April Happenings in Preschool
Jesus has great power! That's what the
preschoolers of Good Shepherd learned in their
April chapel. They heard the story of how Jesus
calmed a storm by holding up His hand and
telling it to stop. He kept his disciples safe and He protects us
too. How happy all the children were to get outside and see
and feel the arrival of spring! The 3 year-olds learned about
the season of spring and all the changes that occur in God's
world during this season. They planted seeds and learned
how seeds grow and they made spring artwork. The 4 yearolds also studied the season of spring and took a trip to
Ladew Gardens to look for signs of spring. They also planted
seeds and learned how to take care of them. They studied
caterpillars and butterflies while exploring Eric Carle books.
The Transitional Kindergarten also studied Eric Carle and
visited Ladew Gardens. They completed the ABC books they
have been making this year. It's hard to believe that our
school year will be coming to a close in just a few weeks!
Rhonda Messick
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ELCA Campaign "Peace Not Walls"
We are a church that rolls up our sleeves and gets to work.
We do God's work in the world - restoring and reconciling
communities.
The ELCA is working for justice and peace in Palestine and
Israel through our campaign, Peace Not Walls. Through
accompaniment, advocacy and awareness-raising, Peace Not
Walls connects ELCA members to our companions and
promotes dignity, full respect for human rights, healing and
reconciliation. With our Palestinian Lutheran companions, we
also accompany Palestinians and Israelis, Jews, Christians
and Muslims working together for peace with justice.
Peace Not Walls, invites you to contact your Congresspeople
to advocate for continued freedom of speech, in light of two
bills that are before Congress. You can learn more at
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-Church/
Peace-Not-Walls

Our last Mommy Night Out will be on May 19th
at the Hickory Lodge at 6:00 PM. We will be
celebrating another fun year together!
Mom2Mom is a mommy Christian support
network. We offer a time to get together with other women
who face similar situations and challenges you do. We
encourage each other, have fun, and learn together! Regular
meetings will begin again in the Fall, watch the Newsletter for
details.
Jennifer Nesaw, mom2momlcgs@gmail.com
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Sunday Adult Education Opportunities
Plan on joining one of the 2 Adult Ed classes today!
Pastor Greg will lead a discussion on the day's text Acts
8:26-39 - Ethiopian Comes to Believe, in the Celebration
Hall.
Manna & Mercy is being discussed in the Music Room led by
our Adult Ed facilitators.
We have an empty chair for you!
Leadership Opportunities for Youth
Applications for the 2017-2018 Lutheran Youth
Organization are now available online at the Delaware
Maryland Synod's website. New applicants can apply by July
1, and current LYO members can recommit by June 15. If
you have any questions, please contact Julie Stecker, Interim
Youth + Family Ministry Coordinator
ajstecker@demdsynod.org
Registration for the High School Leadership Event is now open
as well! You can register online at
https://demdsynod.wufoo.com/forms/wsko67217ihjzw/ . The
event will be held June 16-18 at Gettysburg Seminary (61
Seminary Ridge, Gettysburg, PA 17325), and the cost is
$100. Anyone who will be in high school for the 2017-2018
school year (current 8th graders through current 11th
graders) is invited!
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Appeal for Sudan
Recently, the United Nations and the government of South
Sudan declared a state of famine in parts of South Sudan, the
most severe state of food insecurity. According to the United
Nations, 100,000 South Sudanese are facing imminent
starvation, and millions more are on the brink of famine.
South Sudan has been experiencing a severe drought this
year, which has caused massive crop failure. This has left
many families without the ability to produce food for their
own consumption or to sell in the market. Furthermore, the
famine declaration comes as South Sudan continues to be
embroiled in multiple armed conflicts that have left millions of
people displaced and thousands killed or injured.
LCGS Outreach's Mission Group is sending $1,000 from our
budget to ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response
#SouthSudanNow. If you would also like to contribute, please
submit payment to LCGS with the designation
SouthSudanNow. You can also contribute directly from the
ELCA.org web site.
VBS registration happening now
Vacation Bible School 2017 will be held
June 26 - 30th taking an awesome
adventure alongside some of our favorite
Bible heroes to "Hero Central". We will
Discover Your Strength in God! God's heroes
have HEART, COURAGE, WISDOM, HOPE,
AND POWER!
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Look for registration and volunteer materials in the Narthex
and also on our website. If you have any questions or would
like to volunteer please contact Rosemary Poling, VBS
Director, at vbsgoodshepherd1@gmail.com
Mother's Day Appeal
Today is the deadline to honor your
mother or other important woman
by participating in the Church World Service
Mother's Day blankets appeal! CWS
provides blankets to impoverished families
and children around the world. For a
$10.00 donation you can warm the heart
and body of someone in desperate need. These blankets
provide them with much more than just covering ... they are
also used as makeshift shelters from harsh weather; a bed to
sleep on; and slings to carry infants, small children, and other
belongings. Envelopes are available from the display on the
Narthex counter. Please return envelopes by May 7th by
placing them in the offering plate or forwarding to the
office. You may also make a donation via eGiving. Honorees
will be listed in the weekly bulletin on Mother's Day, May 14.
For more information about CWS or the Blankets program,
please visit their website: www.cwsglobal.org
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"Let Go, Let God" - Youth Sunday
Over 30 youth with their adult advisors led an energetic and
spirit filled worship on April 23rd. The theme of forgiveness
and giving over to God's will was well communicated through:
Bible readings, song, prayers, liturgical dance and kids
message and sermon drama. A lot of time and effort was put
into the planning and practicing in order to lead the worship
and we are thankful for the youth that are part of the church
in the here and now! Plenty of photos from the services are
on the LCGS website under the photo gallery which can easily
be found by clicking the orange box labeled "photo gallery" on
the front page. Check it out!
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Music Fund
In memory of Ann Solter
from: Linda Koopman
In honor of Adam Koch
from: Virginia Woods
Daytimers
In memory of Ann Solter
from: Linda Koopman

Need Prayers?
To list someone on the Prayer List call the church office at
410-838-8081 or Coordinator Doris Mellor at 410-671-4209,
or complete a prayer card (in the pew pockets.) Provide the
person's first and last names and a contact number, or
include your contact number. The Coordinator will verify a
member's desire to be on the list and specific purpose to be
listed. In order to make the extensive list of family and
friends current and manageable, we will keep the name listed
for three weeks unless it is resubmitted. Any congregation
member can receive the Prayer List via e-mail or hard copy,
simply contact the church office or Prayer List Coordinator.
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Contact Information

The Rev. Greg Fetzer

pr.greg.fetzer@lcgselca.org

Mrs. Sallie J. Gartside, OSSD

sallieabn@aol.com

Adam Koch, Music Director

music@lcgselca.org

Gina Miller, Office Manager

officemanager@lcgselca.org

2017 Congregation Council:
President - Chris Poling

council_president@lcgselca.org

Vice President - Patty Resnik

council_vp@lcgselca.org

Treasurer - Linda Ruese

treasurer@lcgselca.org

Secretary - Gini Polley

secretary@lcgselca.org

Worship and Music - Sharlene Krause

worshipandmusic@lcgselca.org

Finance, Legal and Operations
(FLO) - Dave Stark

FLO@lcgselca.org

Facilities Operation - Larry Burkhardt

facilities@lcgselca.org

Christian Education - Lauren Rein

Christian_Education@lcgselca.org

Youth - T. Gordon Brown

youth@lcgselca.org

Outreach - Gail Fricke

outreach@lcgselca.org

Congregational Life and Service
(CLAS) - Sallie Gartside

CLAS@lcgselca.org

Stewardship - Blair Fetzer

stewardship@lcgselca.org
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CONNECT WITH US!
www.lcgselca.org
LCGS |

LCGS Youth |

Good Shepherd Preschool

Join our Mailing List
communications@lcgselca.org
The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
1515 Emmorton Rd., Bel Air, MD 21014 | 410-838-8081
officemanager@lcgselca.org
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