The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
Newsletter & Announcements | March 5, 2017
Lenten Mid-Week Worship
March 8, 15, 22, 29 & April 5 - 7:00 p.m.
April 13th - Maundy Thursday - 7:00 p.m.
April 14th - Good Friday - Noon & 7:00 p.m.
Soup Supper at 6:00 p.m. in Celebration Hall
preceding Wednesday services.

Lenten Service & Soup Supper
The Season of Lent began this week
with Ash Wednesday. On Wednesdays,
we will hold service at 7 p.m.
exploring, "The Wonders of the Word”.
The Word of God calls, commands,
saves, sustains, and sends. Soft lighting, visual elements,
and music will enhance the message.
Each Wednesday, service will be preceded by a potluck, soup
supper in the Celebration Hall starting at 6:00. Please sign
up in the narthex to let us know you will be attending the
dinner and if you are bringing soup to share!
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We have a NEW Website!
Check out our new website launched today! The site address
will remain the same (www.lcgselca.org) but not much else!
The site has been structured with our vision and mission in
mind. There is an "Explore" tab that contains all the
information a guest or visitor to LCGS may need. Members
and those who worship with us regularly will find the
"Faith|Discipleship|Community" tab has lots of
information about programs and ways to serve and get
involved with your faith community.
The “Pastor's Page" will contain audio of Sunday's sermons
so if you miss church, you can still catch Pastor Greg's
message.
Check out the "Resources" block for forms or other
information that members may find useful.
We hope you will visit the site often and use it to stay up to
date with the happenings here at LCGS. A convenient
calendar link (the orange circle under the scrolling
announcements) will direct you to the Master Church
Calendar so you won't miss anything!
The site has been a big undertaking by the Communications
Team and office manager. Thank you to all involved! Let us
know what you think and your suggestions to make it more
useful!
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Preschool News
"Oh you can't keep Jesus' love in a box 'cause
His love will come a 'bubbling through." This
was the song the preschoolers of Good
Shepherd sang at their February chapel when
they learned the story of Naaman. They heard
how a servant girl's concern for him led to him seeing Elisha
and being healed in the Jordan River. The preschool children
found ways to let Jesus' love come "bubbling" out of them
this month. All the classes spent the beginning of the month
making valentines to show friends and family how much they
are loved. The three year-old classes then learned about
nursery rhymes and acted them out using props. How fun it
was to see our plastic Humpty Dumpty fall off our block wall
and break in two and see the spider puppet come down and
scare Miss Muffet off of her tuffet! The children used their fine
motor skills to cut, glue, and draw to make some nursery
rhyme art. The four year-old classes studied friendship and
fitness as they made art projects with friends and learned
about activities that increased or decreased their heart speed.
They also made a special friendship quilt and told a story
about it. The Transitional Kindergarten also studied
friendship. Their other topic of study was "Me on the Map".
They read a book by that name and learned where they are in
relation to the community, the state, the country, and the
world. The children then made their own books to show those
concepts. There were many opportunities for learning and fun
at Good Shepherd Preschool in the month of February!
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Brown Bag Book Club: March 19
Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult
The Brown Bag Book Club will next meet on
Sunday, March 19, 2017 following the
11:00 a.m. worship service. We will meet in the
LCGS Conference Room. Please bring your lunch or
snack and join us as we discuss Small Great Things
by Jodi Picoult.
"Ruth Jefferson is a labor and delivery nurse at a Connecticut
hospital with more than twenty years' experience. During her
shift, Ruth begins a routine checkup on a newborn, only to be
told a few minutes later that she's been reassigned to another
patient. The parents are white supremacists and don't want
Ruth, who is African American, to touch their child. The
hospital complies with their request, but the next day, the
baby goes into cardiac distress while Ruth is alone in the
nursery. Does she obey orders or does she intervene? Ruth
hesitates before performing CPR and, as a result, is charged
with a serious crime. Kennedy McQuarrie, a white public
defender, takes her case but gives unexpected advice:
Kennedy insists that mentioning race in the courtroom is not
a winning strategy. Conflicted by Kennedy's counsel, Ruth
tries to keep life as normal as possible for her familyespecially her teenage son-as the case becomes a media
sensation. As the trial moves forward, Ruth and Kennedy
must gain each other's trust, and come to see that what
they've been taught their whole lives about others-and
themselves-might be wrong." -- Provided by publisher.
All are welcome at the LCGS Brown Bag Book Club!
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Copies are available in general circulation at the Harford
County Library, however it is currently a very popular book
and many copies are checked out. You may want to reserve
your copy soon. 470 pages. Published in 2016.
Any questions? Please contact Linda Ruese at
lruese@comcast.net 410-569-0605 or Andrea Hooper at
ajhooper@comcast.net.
Our upcoming 2017 schedule...
April 23
Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese
May 21
Left to Tell by Immaculee Ilibagiza
June 25
On Living by Kerry Egan
July 16
My Grandmother Asked Me by Fredrik Backman
August 20
The Nest by Cynthia Sweeney
September 17 The Checklist Manifesto by Atul Gawande
October 15
Luther & Katharina by Jody Hedlund
November 19
The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah
December 10
A Baxter Family Christmas by Karen Kingsbury

The Path Of A Peacemaker
His Story - Our Story
The Storyline - Jesus, God incarnate, is the
story. He came to rescue us from the sin and
depravity that had tarnished the world, and had
caused deep heartache and brokenness. As He
walked among us, He provided many rich examples and
teachings which demonstrated how we are to live in
relationship with God and others. From His first breath to His
last, His life was a powerful illustration of humility, passion,
wisdom, and compassion. Jesus, the preeminent peacemaker,
chose to pay the price to reconcile the human race back to
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God when He laid down His life on the cross for us. All of this
has brought us to the realization that without Him, we have
nothing - we are nothing. With Him, we have "everything we
need for life and holiness" (2 Peter 1:3).
Our Story - While Jesus is the story, and provides the
framework for everything we encounter in life, we all have a
story, too. While no two stories are the same, we do share
the common experience of living in a fallen world that cannot
know peace without the divine intervention of the Savior.
Whether your life experience has been filled with times of
blessing and tranquility, or you've struggled through fears
and tears, God is moving you forward in your "story" and
desires to transform both the beautiful and broken places of
your life into a masterpiece. As you weave in and out of the
lives of others, you can rest assured that He has a plan for
you and is working that out in your life.
Need help? If you desire help in reconciling a conflict,
disagreement or broken relationship, consider calling a LCGS
Peacemaking Reconciliation Team member. Owen Ashbrook
410-879-7386; Debbie Smeton 410-937-2258 or Gail Fricke
410-569-9213. All communications are confidential.
Daytimers
The Daytimers annual outing to St. Demetrios' Suburban
Players' dinner theater (affectionately referred to as the
Greek Dinner Theater) is always a highlight of our activities
and this year a record 36 people enjoyed Beauty and the
Beast along with a dinner that included Greek specialties such
as spanakopita, dolmades, and baklava plus crab cakes.
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Come join March's meeting in the Celebration Hall at eleven
o'clock Tuesday, March 14 to learn about our next outing
for an afternoon movie and dinner. Program that day will be
a talk by Tracy Miller, assistant branch manager of the Bel Air
library, about services that the Harford County libraries
provide; maybe we will learn about some services we didn't
know were available.
Daytimers is Good Shepherd's senior ministry, a group of
retirees and soon to be retired folks who gather for
fellowship, learning, and service. If you fall into that
category, come and join the love-you won't be sorry you
did. Info or questions, contact Tom Meyer at
cheztomas@verizon.net
Servanthood Projects
Lenten Appeal - "Project Promise"
Please open your hands and hearts this Lenten season to help
people from countries around the world rise up to break the
cycle of poverty. From March 1st to April 9th we will be
collecting simple sewing kits to support Lutheran World
Relief's "Project Promise". The kits, comprised of 2 spools of
thread and two, 2-4 yard uncut pieces of cotton fabric, will be
used in vocational programs that teach men and women to
sew as a means of earning a living. Please look for fabric size
requirements, kit assembly instructions, and the PROJECT
PROMISE" drop off tub in the coat room. Questions can be
addressed to Karen Nordman at 410-569-0227.
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Little Things With Big Impact!
Please remember the ongoing collections at LCGS. These are
little things you can donate to share God's love and improve
the lives of others! Please look for the donation boxes in the
coat room:





Boxtops for Education (to benefit Magnolia Middle School)
Used Eyeglasses and Hearing Aids (to be distributed by
Bel Air Lions Club)
Large pieces of fleece (two, 2yd pieces, any color or
pattern welcome) for blankets to benefit cancer patients
at Upper Chesapeake. Next assembly date TBD, after
Lent.

The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
will offer two choirs for children beginning
March 16th! The Angel Choir will be for those
in Kindergarten through second grade and
will meet on Thursdays from 4:30 - 5:00
p.m. Ringers and Singers, for those who are in 3rd through
7th grade, will meet from 5:00 - 5:45 on Thursdays.
Depending on interest and participation, age groups may
have to be adjusted.
The schedule for spring will be:
March 16th - Rehearsal
March 23rd - Rehearsal
March 26th - Sing at the 11 a.m. worship service
April 6th -Rehearsal
April 13th - Rehearsal
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April 16th, Easter - Sing at 9 and 11 a.m. worship services
April 20th and April 27th - NO REHEARSAL
May 4th - Rehearsal
May 11th - Rehearsal
May 14th - Sing at 8 a.m. Worship Service
The Chancel Choir is always welcoming of new singers!
If you or somebody you know may be interested in joining
the chancel choir, come to a rehearsal! The Chancel Choir
rehearses on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. During Lent,
rehearsals will follow our mid-week worship service. If you
have any questions about this choir, please speak to a current
choir member or contact me in the church office or via email.
Please consider having your child join one of our children's
choirs or you or an adult (high school and beyond) becoming
a part of the Chancel Choir! Music is a great way to share
God's love!
Peace,
Adam
Sunday Adult Education Opportunities
There are currently two groups for adult education on
Sundays.
A study, "Baptized We Live: Lutheranism as a Way of Life"
will be led by Pastor Greg beginning today in the
Sanctuary (see information below).
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The lectionary series will focus on the day's text, Luke 10:2542 - Good Samaritan and will be led by Pastor
Durr. The group meets in the Celebration Hall.
Check the poster on the kiosk in the Narthex for upcoming
education opportunities. Contact Adult Education Team
Leader, Debbie Smeton with questions.
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On Saturday, March 11th from 6:00 - 8:30, we will be
hosting the 2nd Annual Chili Cook-off! Our contestants are in
place and ready to battle it out for the coveted "Ladle of
Glory"! Now, we need you! Tickets to attend are on sale in
the Narthex following Sunday and Wednesday Services. $10
ticket includes a tasting of all the entries (you'll be voting
too), chips/salsa, corn bread, desserts and beverages. A $5
kids' meal ticket is also available and includes a hot dog, mac
& cheese, drink and dessert. Of course, it's not only
food! There will be music and other activities to make a fun
night you won't want to miss! Questions? Contact Gina Miller
at tgjsmiller@yahoo.com or Officemanager@lcgselca.org
Prayer and Anointing Sundays in Lent
During Lent, Prayer and Anointing will be
available at the back of the Church during
Sunday worship services. In James, we
read that if we are in need of prayer that
we are to seek out the leaders of the
Church. We are also admonished to pray for one another.
You may wish to have a prayer of Thanksgiving or Joy
(Philippians 4:4-7) for a special blessing in your life such as
the birth of a baby or a new job, success in school, good
results from a medical test or anything for which you are
thankful. You may request a prayer for God to be with and
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sustain you or someone else through physical, spiritual,
mental, and/or emotional illness or stress.
After Holy Communion proceed to the back of the Church to
one of the Prayer Stations and kneel or stand. (If someone
else is at the Prayer Station, please form a line along the side
wall.)
Even if you are one of the last to commune, music will
continue so that you will have the opportunity to make your
prayer requests known before service
continues.
When you arrive at the Prayer Station, give your first name to
the Prayer Ministry Team Member and state your request.
Your request will be lifted up in prayer. If you wish to be
anointed, indicate that to the Prayer Ministry Team Member.
You may be anointed on either your hand or your forehead if
you so desire. Your prayer request will remain
CONFIDENTIAL.
The Prayer Ministry Team
Social Justice Ministry Team
The Social Justice Ministry Team has been formed to explore
the meaning of "justice" and to ask "Who is our neighbor?"
We plan to provide opportunities for education and advocacy
to the congregation and community.
In an article entitled "How the Bible Understands Justice," Jim
Wallis says, 'The God of the Bible is a God who puts the world
to rights. That's what the Bible calls us to do, too.' Wallis
continues, 'The clear meaning of "justice" is "what is right" or
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"what is normal" - the way things are supposed to be. The
fairness of laws coupled with fair and equal treatment under
the law are common biblical concerns. Throughout scripture,
God is the defender and protector of the poor, the alien, the
debtor, the widow, and the orphan. Justice can also mean
"deliverance," "victory," "vindication," or "prosperity" - but for
all, not just a few. Justice is part of God's purpose in
redemption.'
If you are interested in joining the team of have questions,
please contact Janet DeVinney or Gail Fricke.
Baptisms
Jayne Louise Olkowski
February 12, 2017
New Members
February 26, 2017
Kevin & Jake Martin
Ryan, Amber, & Madison Olkowski
Deaths
James Glace Miller
January 29, 2017
Ann Elizabeth Solter
February 28, 2017
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Health Care Ministry Fund
In Memory of Denise Lynn Taylor
From: Jim & Helen Porter
Flower Fund
In Memory of Bonnie Hoffman
From: Susan Vezzetti, Dorothy Kraft, Betty Ann Smith,
Shirley Ernst, and Juanita Tausendschoen,
Stephen Ministry
In Memory of Bonnie Hoffman
From: Century Engineering
Facilities Fund for Landscaping
In Memory of William Lee Elburn
From: Jim & Helen Porter
Altar Guild
In Memory of Bonnie Hoffman
From: Gary & Karen Nordman and Chad Steinmiller
In Memory of RuthAnn Einhorn
From: Gary & Karen Nordman
In Memory of Virginia Balls
From: Gary & Karen Nordman
In Memory of Ruth Ann Lehnert
From: Gary & Karen Nordman
In Memory of Tim Slater
From: Jim & Tina Lolley
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Undesignated Fund
In Memory of Bonnie Hoffman
From: Vicki Beilfuss and Century Engineering Co-workers
Pastor's Discretionary Fund
In Memory of Virginia Balls
From: Betty Ann Smith
In Memory of RuthAnn Einhorn
From: Betty Ann Smith
Music Fund
In Memory of Bonnie Hoffman
From: Jim & Tina Lolley
Daytimers Fund
In Memory of Virginia Balls
From: Dorothy Kraft
Kitchen Fund
In Honor of LCGS Hospitality Committee
From: Monica Thayer
The Bishop Blogs
Each week, Bishop Gohl writes for our synod blog. See part
of the message below: This Lent, act in love.
"This Lent, I urge you to find new ways of giving of your
time, talent, and treasure. The needs in our congregations
are great; the ministries we share in the larger life our synod
and church are starved for much needed resources; and the
needs in our local communities increase each day. We must
put our love into action even further, reaching out to those
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who are quickly and carelessly overlooked. The gifts given to
you by God are the gifts our world needs today more than
ever. Before us every day are presented many concrete
situations which demand genuine acts of love."
To view the rest of the blog, go to
http://demdblog.weebly.com/blog/this-lent-act-in-love
Vicki Beilfuss Ordination
On February 24th, many in
our congregation along with
ELCA leaders, friends,
members of other
congregations, and family
gathered for a wonderful
service of Ordination for Vicki
Beilfuss.

Allegheny Synod Bishop Michael Rhyne
addressing Vicki before she is officially
ordained.

A reception followed in the
Celebration Hall to send Vicki off with lots of well wishes to
her first call at Holy Shepherd Parish in Lanse and Karthus,
Pennsylvania.
Please keep Vicki in your
prayers and she begins
this new and exciting
phase of her ministry!

Vicki receiving her "charge"
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The Charitonuk/Beilfuss Family

Blessing the newly ordained
DE/MD Synod Bishop Bill Gohl, The
Rev. Vicki Beilfuss and Allegheny
Synod Bishop Michael Rhyne
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MountainTopics at Mar-Lu-Ridge
This spring, Mar-Lu-Ridge (3200 Mar Lu Ridge Road,
Jefferson, MD 21755) invites you to their MountainTopics
series, where different speakers will address topics that affect
our church today. The first day-long retreat will be on
Tuesday, March 21 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. in the Potomac
Lodge with the Rev. Julie Bringman, speaking about, "Who's
not in your church?" The cost is $30, which includes snacks
and a hot lunch. You can register by contacting the camp
office by email (mlr@mar-lu-ridge.org) or at 1-800-238-9974.
For a full list of dates, speakers, and topics, you can
download the brochure.
Employment for Syrian Refugee
We have a congregation in our synod working to resettle a
Syrian refugee family. We are seeking Baltimore-area
employment for the father of the family. He has basic
handyman skills and labor skills (he was a farmer in Syria).
This is time-sensitive, especially pending new guidelines from
Washington. Please contact Bishop Gohl
(bgohl@demdsynod.org), who will connect you to the lay
leader working on this effort.
- from Delaware-Maryland Synod E-Letter
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Contact Information
The Rev. Greg Fetzer

pr.greg.fetzer@lcgselca.org

Mrs. Sallie J. Gartside, OSSD

sallieabn@aol.com

Adam Koch, Music Director

music@lcgselca.org

Gina Miller, Office Manager

officemanager@lcgselca.org

2017 Congregation Council:
President - Chris Poling

council_president@lcgselca.org

Vice President - Patty Resnik

council_vp@lcgselca.org

Treasurer - Linda Ruese

treasurer@lcgselca.org

Secretary - Gini Polley

secretary@lcgselca.org

Worship and Music - Sharlene Krause

worshipandmusic@lcgselca.org

Finance, Legal and Operations
(FLO) - Dave Stark

FLO@lcgselca.org

Facilities Operation - Larry Burkhardt

facilities@lcgselca.org

Christian Education - Lauren Rein

Christian_Education@lcgselca.org

Youth - T. Gordon Brown

youth@lcgselca.org

Outreach - Gail Fricke

outreach@lcgselca.org

Congregational Life and Service (CLAS) –
Sallie Gartside

CLAS@lcgselca.org

Stewardship - Blair Fetzer

stewardship@lcgselca.org

19

CONNECT WITH US!
www.lcgselca.org
LCGS |

LCGS Youth |

Good Shepherd Preschool

Join our Mailing List
communications@lcgselca.org
The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
1515 Emmorton Rd., Bel Air, MD 21014 | 410-838-8081
officemanager@lcgselca.org
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